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Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
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The Wamboin Whisper: The Whisper is a monthly community newsletter established in 1981 by and owned by the Wamboin Community
Association. The Whisper is printed at Elect Printing in Fyshwick at the start of each month, excluding January. It is distributed to every

letterbox in Wamboin, Bywong and Queanbeyan-Palerang Council residents just southeast of the Federal Highway. Each issue goes to volunteer
deliverers by the first Sunday of the month and is also then available at www.wamboincommunity.asn.au. Any proceeds from advertisements in
The Whisper after printing costs go to the Wamboin Community Association.

Contributions to the Whisper: Contributions from all residents are encouraged, valued and the main content of the newsletter. The current
editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 0409 997 082. Paul Downey of Cooper Road also shares the editing.
Please email contributions to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail them or drop them off. On contentious matters the Wamboin Community
Association will strive to maintain a balanced view, by seeking advice from the editorial team and by seeking alternative views to be published
in the same edition.

The deadline for each issue is the last Sunday night of the month before. There is, by tradition, no January Whisper, mainly to give all its
volunteer workers a rest. The deadline for the February 2026 issue is 7 pm Sunday night, January 25, 2026. Advertising prices, per issue,
based on rough fraction of the inside the margins A4 area: 1/8 $26 1/6 32 %4 $40 1/3 $54 . $80 2/3 $108 Full Page $160.email or phone
the editor as above.

Young Entrepreneurs: Rebecca Purdie — pet/horse sitting 6238 3343  Kale Blundell, Fernloff Road, babysitting, 0493 556 689
Elly and Rex Collins house cleaning 0418 979 474
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Thank you for your support throughout 2025!

Wamboin 2025 sale statistics

(allhomes.com)

2025 growth Sales in 12 months

Up 8.5% 20
Median price Population growth
$1,795,000 1,805

Book your New Year appraisal
and start 2026 with confidence!

Ray White Bungendore
10 Malbon Street, Bungendore
(02) 6238 0700

E: bungendore.nsw@raywhite.com RayWhite
raywhitebungendore.com.au




Wamboin Whisper December 2025 Page 3 of 24

Wamboin Community Association

é 4 President’s Notes

December at last and the last President’s Notes for the year and its certainly been a busy year. We’ve had numerous
community events over the year such as Wheels of Wamboin, Community Talks, Monthly Markets, Bonfire/Fireworks Night,
Meet the Candidates for the federal government elections and numerous meetings with local and state government people. Now
we are down to the last event : the Annual Christmas Carols Night.

1. Community Christmas Carols. Probably by the time the Whisper gets to you this event will already be over but I

hope that many members of our community will come to this non- denominational event on 5 December at the Hall. The

event will begin at 7:00 pm and is a lot of fun featuring our musicians to help us sing carols and Sutton School who will give

a performance. The Christmas Play as always will be performed which is always delightful, and of course Santa will arrive

on a firetruck to distribute gift bags to all the children. Please come along. This is always a exciting event aimed specifically

at the younger members and their families but everyone is welcome to come and sing to our carols. Entry (yes there is an
entry cost) is a present under the giving tree for someone less fortunate PLUS a gold coin donation for the sausage sizzle

BBQ and drinks. All proceeds go to the Salvation Army who will be there. So come and enjoy yourselves

2. Christmas Mail Box or Entrance Competition. Even though its November I have already seen a couple of excellent

mail box decorations which I hope will be entered in this year’s competition. This event run by Gail Ritchie-Knight is

another great community event and for final days of entry please see Gail’s notes further on in this edition of the Whisper or
on our webpage or social media. Excellent prizes are up for grabs and winners will be announced at our final Market for the
year on 20'" December. I confess as one of the three judges I often find it difficult to choose such is the variety and creativity
that can go into this event.

3. Final Meeting for the Year. On the 16™ December the Wamboin Community Association will hold its final meeting for

2025. We tend to make this a very short meeting (and I am known for my short meetings) so we can have a bit of a Xmas

Party afterwards. Any member of the community can attend this event — it is not just for members of the Community

Association so please feel free to come along on Tuesday 16" December at 7:30 pm. We will of course be at the last

Markets on 20" December but then the Association goes into a month long rest before recommencing in 2026.

Finally I said that last year had been challenging on a personal level and this year saw the sad but inevitable conclusion. Through
it all I had the support of my marvelous Committee. So thank you, Diana, Keith, Denise, David, Ned and Denise not only for all
the work that you do behind the scenes but for your words of encouragement and support. Thank you also to those regulars who
attend our monthly meetings to provide good, well grounded advice and suggestions. Finally thank you to my own family. So
now [ wish you all a very Safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. - Jenny Richards — President.

Commercial [ 7o

J -l". & Domestic | v
L. CUTLINE (S? W iy
ey

H I R E * New builds & Repairs
* Renovations; Bathrooms,
bton Excavator - Bobcat - Tipper o DRSPS CALL: 0418 979 474

* Carports, Sheds & Shed fit outs Dave Collins - Handyman

S E RV I C E S : :!or::;:fk:‘;t:a',mos::;mg Follow us on Facebook @

Commercial & Domestic Services

- Bulk &/or detailed - Concrete preparation . ,'ZZ;'.‘.?.‘.; walls
EX(ﬂVUﬁOHS i lundsmping : :i?::lg::\gztszsres and houses -
- House sites ' Trenthing * Small concreting jobs ABN: 58 670 484 401
- Shed pads - Driveways
- Foofings - Animal burial

ANDREW office@cutlinecivil.com
BINGLEY www.cutlinecivil.com

0417 223 296 Bl @cutlinecivil

Tip Truck, Excavator & Skid Steer Services
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COUNITRY PARK

HERBS

The selection of herbs in our Summer Blend have been
pblended to maintain the ideal balance within your horse’s
pbody in the hot weather.

g&l o
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A herb that soothes and "R s
Marshmallow ROOL improves the function of »~ " ¥ / ¢
d

the digestive system / \
2 )

Rosehipt High in Vitamin C .

and flavonoids

An effective and gentle ‘
Dandelion LeOL digestive tonic high in

potassium

Clivers Supports the body via
the lymphatic system

High in pro-Vitamin A
Calendula FIoweri to aid in healing body

tissue and inflammation

Visit our welsite for * 9

; N
monthly specials ‘\ﬁ >

b
\—

02 62381135 CAROL.  COUNTRYPARK.COMAU 0755964387 RUTH

Design Sandy Morphett



Over the last month the BCA

Bywong News
Hello everybody strap in and get ready for the
Christmas addition of the Bywong Banter in the Wamboin
Whisper We have the Christmas drinks coming up, The
greenways repair of the gate was a success.
We also have another Plug for the Christmas Front Gate Competition.
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Bringing Bywong Together

joined forces with the Greenways committee and a small group from the

community moved the Gate from the Les Reardon Reserve to the Greenways. This was done due to the erosion in
the area and ultimately was something that would could not easily be remediated.

Thank you very much to all those who helped as we made a massive dent into the segment of the greenways.

Now Just before we get onto the Christmas Drinks I think we should all take a moment to consider our Christmas
decorations and the long time competition for the Best Christmas Entrance way or gateway.

This has been a hotly contested competition in the past and this year should be even better.

Get your decorations out and dress up your
driveway. Take photo and send it in to the
Wonderful Women of Wamboin. There are
some hefty prizes including a massive
hamper for the Winner of the Best
Driveway and the Best Letter
Box categories.

The Christmas drinks will be held
on Saturday the 13th of
December between 4:30 and 7:00 PM down
at the Bywong Community Hall Birriwa
Road.
This is a nice casual event to come down
meet some revisit some of your friends.
Bring the Kids, bring your pets and bring
your neighbours and we can all catch
up. The BCA will put on a BBQ and bring
some drinks. I look forward to catching
up with many of you over the next few
weeks and Months. Thanks again for a great
year. - Justin Jarvis

Bywong Hall
67 Birriwa Place, Bywong

The Bywong Hall is available for community hire at
great rates. Hiring of the hall can be used for family
gatherings, community events, workshops and
meetings.

The hall has a fully equipped kitchen, tables,
chairs, ample parking as well as a BBQ for hirers to
use (just bring your own gas).

There is a fantastic playground which is very
popular for primary aged birthday parties.

Further information about the facilities, fees and how
to book can be found:
e www.bywongcommunity.org.au/les-reardon-
hall
® email the booking officer at
Irrhallbywong@gmail.com

M\ S

SHERONY PARK

PRACTICAL AMD SAFE HORSE MAMNAGEMENT

Coming Events at Sherony Park

Facilities available for hire at Michael Godding Classical Mark Langley Horsemanship

reasonable prices.

+ Covered Arena with lights,
stadium seating &
Kitchenette

+ Classroom with Kitchenette

* Stables, dayyards, roundyard

» Short term horse stay

Lessons

+ Position & balance lessons
on the lunge

* One-on-one horse riding
lessons

» Equine Assisted Learning

Bookings: 0422 244 433

M: 0422 244

Training & Working Equitation  12-14 December 2025
Sundays, Mondays & Wednesdays Bookings: info@marklangley.com.au

weekly
Bookings: 0410 611 577 Manuel Jorge De Oliveira Clinic

michaelgoddingclassicalhorsetr.con-10 March 2026

Bookings: bonnie_skinner@hotmail.co

Giorgia Rose Bookings:
wildroseequestrian@outlock.com Manuel Jorge De Oliveira Clinic

office@sheronypark.com.au 13-15 March 2026

Bookings: bonnie skinner@hotmail col

Michael Godding

Working Equitation Clinic Watch this space for more working
6-7 December 2025 equitation clinic dates.

Bookings:

michaelgoddingclassicalhorsetr.conMerry Christmas from all of us at

Sherony Park

www.sheronypark.com.au
433 Sutton NSW  E: sheronypark@bigpond.com
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we sell Dreavus

WANTED URGENTLY - Properties for Sale

Thinking of Selling?

Need some FREE helpful advice Then please call us any day any time.

to prepare your property for sale? We work 7 days a week and can come at
anytime that suits your schedule.

| FORSALE |-
e
S .

357 Butmaroo Road 525 Grove Road 218 Bingley Way
BUNGENDORE BYWONG WAMBOIN

We have been selling properties in the area for many years now & our clients are very happy
with the prices we have achieved. We also do free pre-sale inspections & can suggest ideas &
options to improve the marketing of your property. We will do all we can to obtain the absolute
best result for you in the timeline that suits you. So please don’t be talked into selling for less as
it is not fair to yourselves or your family & it affects all the future valuations for the area.

Ask for a FREE APPRAISAL with us so you know the market value before selling

So please, contact us to call out & do a GENUINE FREE APPRAISAL of your property \m

We often sell properties before they are advertised, as we have a huge client TiOME ‘
data base with many clients after properties of a certain type and price range FOR
waiting for the right one. Which might be yours! ~_Sf_’t_u" -

So please call us, | have a great team that work with me, for you.
4) _ FREE Professional PHOTO & DRONE PACKAGE

when you book a Free, No Obligation Appraisal of your property

Phone: JAN LADMORE 0407 890 527

E-mail: sales@allrealestatensw.com.au

al

Follow us on
Facebook
7 Days
Website: www.allrealestatensw.com.au
Shop 5/33 Ellendon Street, Bungendore

s 259367 Free No Hassle and No Obligation Appraisals
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FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

The Wamboin ==
Firefighter g

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.

ol
Ol

=
)

|
=

Callouts and what we have been up to. Since the last whisper, the brigade has been busy with training, assessments and call
outs for 1 x MVA, 1 x ambulance assist,1 x smoke sighting and 1 x grass fire.

A reminder about permits and vour legal responsibilities. Being able to obtain a permit in the fire danger period is a privilege.
You need to read and follow all the conditions EXACTLY that are written on the permit. You MUST ensure that any weather
conditions, that in any way could make a pile burn escape, uncontrollable or dangerous, NOT HAPPEN! A pile burn can burn and
smoulder for days or longer. You need to get detailed wind speeds for 48 hours before lighting and then continually check while
there is any sign of heat, even if there is no smoke evident. If weather conditions aren’t suitable at all to burn during the permit
time, then DON’T BURN AT ALL! (you can always re-apply). Remember, you have agreed to check the weather forecast, have
the necessary tools and water and to supervise the fire at all times. You own the fire, and you are legally accountable for any
damage to your or anyone else’s property if it was to escape.

Outlook for summer. Despite the early green tinge in the area, the relentless winds have proven to continue throughout October
and November and are rapidly drying out the grass lands. If the current conditions continue, the bushfire and grassfire risk
increases. We have seen many HIGH fire danger days so far, and we are not yet into summer. If a fire starts in our area, you need
to refer to your fire plan. Are you going to leave or stay and defend? Remember that the power supply to your home is not
guaranteed, especially in bushfires, so your house pump will be of no use if power was to fail. If you intend to stay and defend,

you should have all the necessary resources well ahead of using them on a fire. NOW is the time to purchase them. Past
experience shows that when a bad fire season starts and fires get more frequent, fire-fighting equipment becomes harder to find,
more expensive or not available as all. This includes garden hoses and fittings. You will have needed to become familiar with the
equipment and tested it out with family members prior to any firefighting. If you already have pumps and hoses, check they are in
good order. Other useful equipment might include a “Rake hoe” or “Knapsack”. A fire trailer can be a good investment, perfect as
a pressurised water source for pile burns or watering trees or shrubs around your property.

You should ensure you have the correct PPE (safety clothing, natural fibre shirt and pants, boots, hat, gloves, goggles and
mask) as well. These should be ready in a bag, rather than to start looking for all your PPE when a fire is approaching.
Being prepared is what we ask residents to do during the year when we have a clear mind and there is no panic.

B Till next time, stay safe! - Don Evans (Deputy Captain)

Membership

enquiries Wamboinmembership@gmail.com

Yoga in
Sutton

Wamboin Rural https://wamboin.rfsa.org.au

Fire Brigade

NSW Rural Fire

Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au IT feels SO good!
. Tuesdays 10 -11:30 am

Wamboin Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade Sutt Hall

Facebook page £ utton Ha

Queanbeyan Fire

Control 6128 0600 (business hours only)

Beginners welcome!
Maureen - 0402 900 033

enjoy.yogawithmaureen@gmail.com
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GET A TRUSTED LOCAL TO HELP WITH YOUR
TREES

Hurleg@[ci)

“s Tree Services "

A 9

With over 20 years combined experience & a team of Certified
Arborists, we are the trusted locals to help you with all your
tree needs! Weather it is getting ready for the fire season,
removing damaged or assisting with emergency jobs, we are
the ones to call.

Our services include, but not
limited too:

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Pruning & Shaping

Weight Reduction/Select
Thinning

Emergency Tree Services

EVO Energy Accredidated (ACT)

Contact us on the below details:
Darren Hurley; 0431 546 702
Administrations: Kayla 0436 406 988

admin@hurleybirdtrees.com.au
www.hurleybirdtrees.com.au
N - - aTaa®Se® S, o

(.
]
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council Mobile Library Service
This wonderful service visits Wamboin Hall every second Thursday. The mobile library contains a wide selection of
materials for all age groups. You are able to reserve items from Bungendore, Braidwood and Queanbeyan libraries and collect
these from the mobile library when it visits. Printing and photocopying facilities are also available on the bus. This is a great
community resource and I would encourage all residents to support the service.
For information, the service will only have 1 visit to Wamboin in December - Thursday 11 December 2025 from 10.30-
11.30am. The service does not operate in January but will recommence in Wamboin on Thursday 5 February 2026.

Thursday Social Drop In Group

The Thursday Social Group operates every Thursday from 10-12 noon at the Wamboin Hall. The group is made up of
men and women who live in the Wamboin/Bywong area. If you have a free Thursday morning, why not drop in, have a cuppa,
a chat with others and if you feel like it, a game of scrabble, rummykub, mahjong, sequence, or a game of cards. Some people
just come down to say hello.

For information, the group will take a break over the Christmas-New Year and will not operate on Thursdays, 25
December 2025 or 1 January 2026 but will recommence on Thursday 8 January 2026.

We would like to wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year.

--Regards, - Narelle Pumphrey 0438 917206

Servicing Canberra &
Rural Surrounds

0409 201 197

sales@bulletbins.com

——1

EUI_l_ET BINS

» Skip Bin Hire
» Domestic & Commercial
. General Waste

» Green Waste

+ Soil

+ Steel

» Concrete & Masonry

+ 12t West-Trans Loader

SKIP BIN HIRE - OUR BIN SIZES RANGE FROM 2.5m?, 3m®, 4.5m® and 6m* to 10m*

9.
‘g LOCATED IN THE
Se WAMBOIN/ BYWONG
{ ,;;9 AREA

Indoor Cleaning Babysitting -

Outdoor Cleaning Pet Sitting :
Window Cleaning Odd Jobs
Weeding Gardens Spreading Mulch

CONTACT: 0400 654 138
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What the Heck Chapter 42

As you read in the previous chapter, the hall at Sutton has finally been completed C a ro ! S at

and officially blessed. So it is time to turn our attention to the building at Wamboin and
first up it should probably be repairing the fences and tidying up the grounds.

Some of you will remember that when the church was erected the garden area St P e te rS
was divided into lots and many families took on the responsibility to prepare the ground, =
then plant and maintain their section. A water tank was installed and soaker hose was laid

through all the lots, so most plants flourished and the families would regularly visit their

section to weed and to nurture the plants. u 0 n
However life goes on and most of the families moved away or became too old

(so they said) to garden, or simply forgot their commitment. Recently we have hired 7.00pm

gardeners to have a clean-up blitz, and one member has regularly dropped in and pruned Sunday 14 December

and weeded, but he is now un-well and not able to continue for a while.

With the view of the church grounds, as one passes by, looking a bit like a
jungle, 1 thought it was time for some action. So I started looking for inspiration. I was Come and sing your favourite carols
directed to a poem/song called “Who mowed the lawns of Eden” (written by Peter
Christie and recorded by Instant Sunshine, c.1975). This verse seemed appropriate.

Snacks and drinks

Giving tree for non-perishable food
donations to Home in Queanbeyan

Who mowed the lawns of Eden? Who helped the garden grow?
Who made of it a Paradise? I'll tell you, 'cos I know.

God, He fixed the garden, the first one that he made,

He pruned all the roses, and was handy with his spade.

On Sunday, nice and early He went out to smell the dew.
(There wasn't any Church then, so He'd nothing much to do).
He wandered to the potting-shed, behind the Tree of Life,

And got his spade and trowel out, His fork and pruning knife.
He looked after Eden, and He watched the lilies grow,

And Eden'’s still a Paradise where gardeners can go.

So for the next few Sundays during our prayers, we will be lifting our faces
heavenward and asking if He could come down and help out. But I expect Him to say

that as there is a church now He does not have the time.
But one can only try. And maybe miracles do happen. - Alan Rope, Rector’s Warden

C Ellipse
Surveying

UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF YOUR LAND

CONTACT US

Land Subdivision & Consolidation

Rt i admin@ellipsesurveying.com.au
Dividing/Combining Land Delp YA

- Boundary Pegging www.ellipsesurveying.com.au

Marking Property Boundaries (02) 5117 4266

Detailed/Contour Surveys
Precise Land Measurements

o) Construction Setout
— Construction Layout Marking

() Infrastructure Setout
~ Infrastructure Positioning
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19TWENTY

o O
31 Dec 2025, \
4:00 pm — 01 Jan —“-"‘" NYE PARTY
2026, 12:30 am '
The Wedgetalil
Pavilion, 202 Goolabri

Dr, Sutton NSW 2620,
Australia

Tickets

The Event
SOLO/DUO | SALTY
GOODNESS | SUNDAY
LEMONADE |

19-TWENTY | EKLYPSE
Say goodbye to 2025 in full-throttle style
at the 19-TWENTY NYE PARTY, taking
over the stunning Wedgetail Pavilion at
Goolabri Estate — just minutes from
Canberra, but a world away from your
average New Year’s Eve.
This is not your average countdown.

EKLYPSE'* SUNDAY LEMONADE "' SALTY'GOODNESS = *MORE

meling, soul ihaking LIVE MUSIC .~ WEDGETAIL PAVILION, GOOLABRI ESTATE, CANBERRI

with an epic lineup guaranteed to blow
the roof off and start your 2026 with a
bang!

TIX FRoM 1STWENTYMUSIC.COM

EXPECT

Incredible sound + lighting production, fully stocked bar, gourmet food trucks, dancing under the stars, good vibes only all night
long, community, connection & stunning campgrounds.

Headlining the event are the unstoppable, high-octane legends who are 19-TWENTY. With their wild, foot-stomping blues-rock
energy and cult following, 19-Twenty will hit the stage TWICE throughout the night. In an epic musical relay, 19-Twenty will be
tag-teaming with one of Australia's most loved party bands - Eklypse, who bring back-to-back bangers, crowd-favourites, and
massive singalongs, to keep the energy sky high all night long.

PLUS , catch Sunday Lemonade, the sunny indie-folk duo delivering chill vibes and catchy tunes earlier in the evening

PLUS Salty Goodness, a highly praised local band and gaining new fans every show

This is NYE done right.

Tickets are limited and moving FAST — round up your crew, dust off your dancing shoes, and get ready for a New Year’s Eve
that’s LOUD, LIVE, and LEGENDARY.
CAMPING

Turn your night into a festival experience by booking a site on The Hidden Fairway where you can stay and soak in the serenity
at Goolabri. Just a stumble down the hill from The Wedgetail Pavilion, awaken to the New Year refreshed by a stunning natural
setting complete with calm waters and an abundance of native bird life.

Limited camping is available during special events so book early to secure a site.

www.goolabri.com
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The 19 October Birds And Wildflowers Guided Walk Of Wamboin Crown Reserve
By David McDonald

While it is widely understood that Wamboin and Bywong, with our beautiful Greenways, is something of a biodiversity
hotspot, perhaps the jewel in the Wamboin crown is the Wamboin Crown Reserve! If you are not yet familiar with it, it is a 59 ha
area of Southern Tablelands Brittle Gum/Red Stringybark forest abutting the ACT border, with its entrance a dirt Council road
opposite 241 Bingley Way, Wamboin. For more information, please visit https://tinyurl.com/43jxxz7p.

The Reserve will be familiar to some as part of the venue for the famous Kowen Trail Run events he

1d in January and June each year.

Being spring time, on 19 October the Friends of the Wamboin Crown Reserve conducted a birds and wildflowers guided
walk in the Reserve for members of the public. About 19 people, in diverse age groups, participated. For many of them it was the
first time that they had visited the Reserve.

We spent 2 V2 hours there, walking just 1.3 km. That reflects the fact that we spent so much time engrossed in admiring
and identifying the diverse wild flowers and birds that are among the features that make the Reserve so special.

We were very grateful to have as a member of the party Margaret Ning from the Friends of
Grasslands to help us identify the many types of native plants, including the wildflowers, found in the
Reserve. Also participating were local birders Paul Downey and David McDonald who helped participants
to identify the Reserve’s birds.

Overall, with Margaret’s help on the day, and at an earlier recce, at least 50 plant species were
identified, including forbs, shrubs, grasses, and sedges, as well as a variety of native forest trees; details at
https://tinyurl.com/43jxxz7p. 29 bird species were identified, including 3 species of spring/summer migrant
cuckoos, and the Scarlet Robin which is classified as a vulnerable species in NSW. Details at
https://ebird.org/checklist/S280214962.

Please see the February 2026 issue of The Whisper for information on our next public guided walk
in the Reserve, and contact the Friends of the Wamboin Crown Reserve for more information at

friendswer@gmail.com.
Photo of Pink Hyacynth Orchid by Peter Comidar See in Colour in Web Version

Tomatoes
Tomatoes before Christmas? Too easy, I always aim to have ripe
tomatoes to photograph for the December Whisper. It was a tough year for
tomato growers with cold weather and the frost on November 12, but if size
doesn’t matter, thanks to Joan and Scott we have these ripe Cherry Roma
tomatoes, and the green Apollo tomatoes could make the table on Christmas
Day. Check on-line for colour. — Lofty Mason

PRIMROSE

ELECTRICAL
Electrical Solar & Batteries Bore pumps
Light & Power Off-Grid Design and Install Removal and Repair
Switchboards Gnd connect / Backed up Design and Install

Call Jake on 0408 417 747 for a free quote

A - o G
. 40419 613 387 aune
PO Box 129 Bungendore NSW 2621 ACTEW Approved ABN 85 133 228 428

n Primrose Electrical @ www primroseelectrical.com.au

www.domesticwaterdirect.com.au

NSV Electrical Licence 252601C - AGT Electrical Licence 20111081 J—
Solar Accreditation Australia S3670462 - ABN 60 830 729 852 | ACCREDITED
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Wamboin Home Produce and Craft Market Saturday 20 December 2025 9-12md
Contact: Meriel Schult; 042 261 4304 Email: Imsconsulting@bigpond.com

We had a full hall and lively group of stallholders and buyers for our November market. We also helped Joan celebrate
her birthday - with champagne and cupcakes! It was great to have some new stalls, as well as all our regulars. Jon returned with
smoked trout, cheeses and more.

The Christmas market will be full of chances for those last minute gifts - craft, preserves, jewellery and more. The church
will be there with Christmas cakes and shortbread - so if you are like me and haven’t yet had time to make either of those - well
there’s the easy option!

Please check out the photos and range of stalls plus news about the markets
on the Wamboin Market Facebook page. Either google “Wamboin Market’ and follow
links to the Facebook postings or put in:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571684975208  See you at the
Christmas market!

Bower Bird

To the best of my knowledge, I have not seen a Bower Bird on our property
before, so we were privileged this year to have one build his bower right outside a
window giving us a ringside view of his daily activities. I admit we helped his
collection by leaving some blue bottle tops etc on a nearby table but to watch him
arrange, then rearrange the blue bits has been very interesting. We noted he also
positioned yellow leaves across some blue tops. I guess the different patterns made
sense to him as he spent time checking before making alterations. Apparently, his
efforts were successful as we notice a female would occasionally sit in the bower and
watch his artistic rearrangements. After about 2 months he began to call quite loudly
and then we noticed the bower had been trashed and all the bottle tops had gone. We
found it quite interesting to read up on the bower bird extensive ritual. To view the
colours, check The Whisper on-line. - Lofty Mason.

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS

Trucks, Bobcats & Excavators

For hire: Rock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,

* Roadworks * House Sites * Sheds & Garages,
* Water Tanks * Footings * Sand & Gravel
¢ Landscape Supplies
¢ Supply & Install Septic Tanks & Absorption Trenches

admin@brucicgroup.com.au

——— CONTRACTORS

6238 1884 or 0408 682 191 SINCE 1994 ————

Water
POV | Delivery

No Job Too Small E P": 041 8 201 784
24 Hours - 7 Days or 0419 483 103 [AH: 6230 3385]

* Pensioner Discount

Prompt reliable service of domestic water
at competitive rates.

INSPECTED &
1761 SUTTON RD, SUTTON APPROVED
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RIP Wheels of Wamboin

With great disappointment I sadly inform you that there will be no Wheels of Wamboin in 2026. Unfortunately, due to a
number of circumstances I can no longer hold the event. Like many of the regions car shows that that have disappeared from
calendars, there are a couple of common key themes.

Due to a change in the perceived risk of the traffic management of the event the Wamboin RFS have informed me that
they will no longer support the event. Without the amazing support from the Wamboin RFS the show just is not feasible to run.
Insurances, a change in the WCA insurance meant we needed to take out a special event policy which cost about $1000. This goes
against the whole purpose of the show to raise money for local charity. Last year we had generous support by Ollie’s Garage and
Douros Group but we really should be raising funds for the local community rather than an overseas insurance giant. Another item
that came up was the abuse of RFS staff members on the day. I was told only recently of instances of verbal abuse to RFS staff. I
was not aware of this and I apologise whole heartly to anyone that was effected. If I had of been aware of this one the day I would
have taken action. I know that the abusers would not be true car enthusiasts.

The event was originally conceived with a few aims. The Wamboin markets needed a boost. This was an idea to try and
get more patrons along to them. We also had other events such as the horse gear sale and even helped out with the Bywong car
boot sale to try and reinvigorate the markets. I think this was a success. It was also to get cars out of garages and celebrate
everything wheels. I think we certainly achieved this with over 420 vehicles attending including over the years, cars of every
shape, brand and size, trucks, tractors, motorbikes and some oddities. The Shannons Big Rig attended, Zane Morse’s Super 2 race
cars and a number of stalls. It was also for community building and a event to bring the community together.

Now for the upside. Over the past 11 years we have provided donations to local charities including Possumwood, Camp
Quality and the Wamboin RFS. In addition, many locals held stalls at the markets including Landcare and the Wamboin RFS
running the BBQ. We have provided memories and dreams for many.

I have to thank the Wamboin RFS for their support of the past 11 years, it
would not have happened without your valued volunteers. David McDonald from the
WCA, you are an asset and rock to our community, Meriel for her amazing work with
the markets each month, Lou and her coffee to keep everyone humming, Ned with his
last minute Whisper reshuftling for my articles (like this one at 2am in the morning)
and the great car enthusiast community who are amazing. I also would like to thank
Shannons Insurance who have been with us for all of the 11 years. The community of
Wamboin is also amazing and I humbly thank you for your support. I also need to
mention the memory of the late Ian Jackson who told me to just do it and the
Mustang club will be there. Laurie and Jane Nock for the support of STHARC car
club which gave me the confidence to start the first event. I didn’t expect 11 years.

The car community is now well served with the Canberra Cars ‘n’ Coffee
which attracts over 1000 vehicles every month. The organisers there are doing a

Domestic Water — sourced directly from

fantastic job for the car community and the theme is much like Wheels of Wamboin, Canberra’s treated supply

everything is welcome. . STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000L)
So for now, I thank you for your support over the past 11 years, it has been a )

great privilege to be able to indulge in the passion of cars in our small community. In ICON WATER inspected and approved

the end we were a victim of our own success. We had a formula that really worked Servicing your local area for over 30 years!

Please keep following our Facebook page as you never know what may happen. 0428 626 838

Thank you, - Pete Evans PO Box 7236 KARABAR NSW 2620

B4 ELECTRICAL

Local, Reliable, Professional

Products: 430 B4 Electrical is a proudly locally owned compa-
» Fire pits A 1 ny servicing Canberra and surrounding regions.
3 + With extensive experience in both urban and
rural settings, we deliver high-quality electrical

solutions tailored to your needs

Our Services Include:

[ E A

New Homes Sheds Maintenance Renovations

v Fully licensed and insured
v Fast, friendly, and efficient service

For a free quote, contact Joe today

Email:sales@innovativemetalworx.com.au 1/43 Aurora Ave Queanbeyan NSW 2620 . 0476 766 151 .

Website: innovativemetalworx.com.au PH 0428 381 932 B Joe@b4electrical.com.au

Facebook - Innovative Metalworx PH 02 6232 9207
ABN - 85 168 525 513
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Nature Notes — November 2025
Jo Walker

The temperatures are a bit erratic at the moment. We've had quite a few hovering near 30 degrees but a few quite low
ones too. A week or so after the month began, it was a pleasant 27 degrees one day then dropped to 13 degrees the following day
— too much variation to adapt to! The rainfall has been enough to keep the vegetation green and growing though. And the
eucalypts are still putting on a lot of new growth. A few years ago, I was looking at a eucalypt sapling growing on my place with
Mount Majura far away in the background. I remember thinking it would be a very long time before it passed the top of the
silhouette behind it, but it's already done that and is well beyond it.

The most noticeable plants at the moment are the Black Wattles (4cacia
mearnsii), their clouds of cream flowers brightening up the landscape. They are
growing along Norton Road at the Sutton Road end and also along Sutton Road. A
They are quite fast growing — the ones I planted here are now very large trees.

The Common Buttercups (Ranunculus lappaceus) did well this year but
have almost finished flowering now. Their patches of yellow have been replaced To TA L S H E D
by the flowers of Xerochrysum viscosum (Sticky Everlasting Daisy), the ground-
hugging Chrysocephalum apiculatum (Common Everlasting) and the tall clumps
of C. semipapposum (Clustered Everlasting) and the golden, flat-button flowers of
Leptorhynchos squamatus (Scaly Buttons).

The tiny flowers of the Speedwells are providing a bit of blue colour ]
amongst the grasses at the moment — Veronica calycina (Hairy Speedwell) and the 9 Do m estl c
slender-leaved V. gracilis (Slender Speedwell).

The roadsides are quite lively in places. I recently gave way to a long
line of Pacific Black Ducklings following their parents across the road, while
nearby a White Ibis was probing the carcase of a Kangaroo with its long curved

beak. ]
As I'm writing this, the wind is getting stronger again. There were some 9 c I
very strong gusts in the wild weather of a week or so ago, but at least we haven't 0 m m e rCIa

had those storms experienced elsewhere with those huge hailstones!
office@totalshedsolutions.com.au

- Rural

Heavy Rigid Tip Truck, 5.5t Excavator, Bobcat and
1.7t Excavator wet hire

Locally owned and operated business offering all forms of excavation

Animal burials
Concrete preps for driveways and paths
Landscape preps
House/Shed/Garage site cuts with laser leveling
Trenching/absorption trenches
Rubbish/fill removal
Fallen tree removal
Horse Arena’s and Stable/wash bays
Rural road and driveway maintenance
no job to small

Rock Hammer, Auger, Pallet forks, Trench and Ripper attachments available
Experienced, professional, reliable service at competitive rates.
Contact Ken on 0438 600 393 or Kennyzdirtworx@gmail.com
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Bird Of The Month — December 2025

By Luke Downey
For December I chose the Great Cormorant, a bird typically seen on our larger waterbodies.
Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)
Size: 72-92cm (wingspan 130-150cm) Status: Fairly common breeding resident

The Great Cormorant is a large cormorant that is mostly dark overall. They have a yellow base to the bill and blue eyes.
In breeding plumage, they will develop a glossier black plumage with a neat white face, white flank, and often some fine white
streaking on the neck. Non-breeding and immature birds are duller brownish-black, lacking the white flanks and face. Great
Cormorants typically favour our larger waterbodies, including lakes, rivers and large dams (also coastal waters), though
occasionally utilise smaller farm dams, or fly over whilst moving between sites. I saw a couple recently flying over, and have also
seen them on our small dam a few times over the years. They can occur singly, but often form flocks, sometimes quite large and
often mixed with other cormorant species. They can often be seen roosting on dead
or bare branches around the water, and sometimes perch with their wings spread out
which is a characteristic cormorant behaviour to dry their wings after swimming.
When swimming, they sit on the surface and dive frequently, taking fish, yabbies,
and other aquatic prey. Their flight is strong, often in groups, forming V-formation.
They are rarely vocal, occasionally making a guttural croaking. The similar Little
Black Cormorant is smaller, has a dark bill (not pale) and lacks the yellow face,
they also have uniform dark plumage, never showing the pale face and thigh. The
Australasian Darter has longer thinner neck and bill. If you are visiting any larger
bodies of water, make sure to keep an eye out for the Great Cormorant.

photo from Google Images)

Wonderful Women of Wamboin

Where has the time gone? And now we’re into December! Generally we meet for a cuppa and a chat but usually on the
last Monday of the month we tend to go out for lunch either in Bungendore or Queanbeyan. And so we did in November. But
some of us also visited the Bungendore Quilters’ Annual Exhibition over the last weekend of November. What an exhibition that
was. It was their 18" exhibition and over the years it has drawn visitors from not only interstate but also from overseas. And we
are so proud because one of our members, Merle Ketley was invited as the guest exhibitor for the 2025 expo. She is a former
secondary textiles educator and artist, with skills in design, cultural costumes, Middle Eastern musical instruments and belly
dancing! But we all know more don’t we. Merle is a dynamo
with many skills, such that she has created Facebook pages
for a number of local groups including WWOW and more.
Below is a photo of Merle at the exhibition where her textile
and jewellery skills were on prime display on stage.

At our WWOW sessions we do show and tell, mind
you, I can’t recall the last show and tell I did. Oh I did do a
‘tell” — it was a funny story. However below is another
photo, this time of long-standing member Barbara Malam
showing a quilt she had recently sewn for her granddaughter.
It’s made of cotton with a Batik theme in colours and design.
It was beautiful and looked very professional.

We’ll continue to meet on Mondays at the Hall but
for just the first two Mondays of December. Followed by our
Xmas party for both WWOW and BOWWOW ( boyfriends
of...) @ at one of our member’s home.

We welcome all women to come along. There is no

- = formal structure to our meetings, such that we regard it as a
drop-in centre from 10am to 12pm and look forward to welcoming more next year — there’s plenty of space. For details on
what’s happening next year go to our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559480500285 or phone Jane
0479169874 or email wonderful women of wamboin@gmail.com. — by Gail Ritchie Knight

Can you create an article, drawing, poem or short fiction piece that will make the February
2026 Whisper a good experience for Bywong and Wamboin residents?

Thank you if you are one of the deliverers, content providers, or financers through an ad for this December 2025 Whisper. It’sone
more little way of being alive in Bywong and Wamboin. There is, by tradition, noWhisper in January. Deadline for the February
2026 issue is 7 pm the last Sunday of January 2026, so that’s January 25.. Guidelines for content that seem to me to work for
content creators are: Written by a Byong or Wamboin resident and signed as a way to show readers a real person is behind the
words About or at least related to living in Wamboin and Bywong. Respectful of the many lifestyles in any group of 1300+
homes. Not printed elsewhere. Can be an article, a poem or a drawing or a photo A bit of humour almost always helps. Ifitis
likely to increase your income, run it, but pay for it as an ad so help pay for printing. - Ned Noel,volunteer editor,
nednoel@optusnet.com.au or whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or 0409 997 082
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How the Whisper Gets Into Your Mailbox Each Month

Thank you Rachel Palmer for delivering 19 Whispers to Denley addresses 417-512. Thank you Alison Evans for
delivering 7 to east Wirreanda. Without the month by month donation of time by the 50+ residents listed below, it would be
impossible for Wamboin, Bywong and other residents in the newsletter’s catchment area to have The Whisper. Please remember
all residents listed below, as they do what they do in order to make this place a little bit friendlier and more sociable. Without the
businesses that pay to advertise in the Whisper we could not pay for printed copies. Finally, each article, invitation and notice you
read in each Whisper is only there because you or others in the community took the time to create it. - Ned Noel, volunteer editor

174: CO-ORDINATED BY CHRISTINE RIEBER: phone 6238 3518

Fay Kelly Norton West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Christine Rieber

Dave Power Fernloff Rd 34 Vicki Still

Andrea Sadow Poppet Rd 32 Alan Rope
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Joan Mason Bingley Way 44 Margaret Hekeimin
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Kathy Handel Norton(Weero2Hilltop+twWrmdra) 21 Phil Leeson&C Fogarty
Alison Evans East Wirreanda 7
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Sophie Davis Weeroona (254 — 400) 18 Rachel Palmer

James Houlcroft Macs Reef Rd (DenleyToGumFlt) 7 Maria Taylor

Chelsea Moore Rovere Ln 8 Justin Jarvis Smith
Megan Wallace Harriott Rd 28 Barbera. Wilkins
Sandra Favre Newington Rd 23 Darrin Lincoln

Merle Ketley Snowgum Road 26 Carol&Clive Boughton
172: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET ph 0402 027 452 lodestar@ozemail.com.au

Simon Lewis Federal HwSvcRd 24 Louise Baldwin

Lyn Parkinson Bidges/Hickey/OldGoldMines 53 Fire Brigade

Chris & Kate M Sutton Park Estate 57 Russell Ball

150: CO-ORDINATED BY Chris Fowler ph 0438 591 098 chrisftl @pcug.org.au

Chris Fowler Millynn Rd 21 David Featherston
Cheryl Le Mesurier Brooks Rd 25 David & Connie Jansen
Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (CreekB to Fed Hwy) 33 Peter Sharp

253 CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 0409-997-082 email nednoel@optusnet.com.au
Robyn Elsom Denley Dr (Sth End to 429) 17 JonesFmly-+JulieJohnsn
Tony Bond HoganDr/OranaDr/Yuranga Dr 52 Mary & Paulo Beneforti
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Wine Barrels - Used

- Make attractive outdoor hi or low tables, plant
pots, rustic book shelves
or even an outdoor dog bed,
- Get creative!
- $300 each whole or $150 for half
Contact Tony on 0418 370 821

WAMBOIN HORSE SERVICES & AGISTMENT — “Our team excels.”
Contact: Paul 0423 954 917 All Hours
www.paudebaire.id.au

eEstablished, Boutique, Secure, double gated location -
8 mins Bungendore in Wamboin
eFriendly, helpful team caring for your horse, Comp
Paudebaire Equine Services Prep. Return to Riding lessons
oElectric fences, Pasture - groomed paddocks, Vet
stables, Post and Rail yards, Float park, Wash point and Crush
o Share a paddock with another friendly horse — hay or hard feed options — NO DIY
® Use our dressage arena, jump paddock, exercise tracks, ride out on the Greenways

Cooper Rd 27
Canning Cl 15
Sutton Rd 47
Merino Vale Dr 19
Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 32
Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 27
Yalana East 44
Norton Rd — North End 44
The Forest Rd area incl Joe Rcks 65
Weeroona (417-512) 19
Birriwa Rd & Gum Flat Lane 19
Macs Reef Birriwa to Harriott 14
MacsReef 670,622,618,568,566 5
MacsReef 538,565,587,623,625,649 6
Macs Reef (BankersTo FedHwy) 34
Wattle Flat Rd 11
Headquarters on Bingley Way 1
Macs Reef — Denley Dr to B’doreRd 26
B’doreRd SmHill to&ncldgCrkBRd 31
Wyoming Road 20
Doust Road 20
Denley 191 to 414 26
Dnly Dr frm MacsReefto Birchmans 12
SarahReef&BrichmansFrnSarah2End 12
Majors Close 19
Out of area advertiser mailouts & msc 23

APL Electrical Services

ANDREW LEMON

NSW Lic: 120626C

Punctual and dependable reputation for:

AN o
v 3
(3] i R
new homes sheds renovations

& B

electrical power to
maintenance water bores

Contact Andrew on 0428 466 525

Proudly servicing the local area for over 18 years
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Gazania: Q&A With Your Local Landcare Group About This Vibrant Daisy Growing
In Roadsides And Gardens

Did you see Tim the Yowie Man’s article in the Canberra Times’ 15 November issue? His discussion ‘This colourful
cancer is taking over’ raises some questions for the Wamboin/Bywong community.

Question: What beautiful, popular, multi-coloured, easy to grow, hardy, daisy does the Gearys Gap/Wamboin Landcare
Group NOT propagate, and why not?

Answer: Gazania (Gazania spp.), aka ‘Treasure Flower’.

Gazania is an invasive exotic plant causing havoc in bushland. grazing, and cropping areas in parts of southeastern NSW
(and elsewhere). It is already established in our area, and we don’t want it to become our next sifton bush.

In June this year the Invasive Species Council announced that ‘New research reveals a popular garden flower [Gazania]
is more destructive than previously thought ... The study—published in Frontiers in Agronomy—tested Gazania seeds collected
from across southern Australia and found they could germinate under extreme heat, cold, drought, salinity and even deep burial.
This environmental flexibility makes it one of the most invasive and resilient weeds now threatening Australia’s natural and
agricultural systems.’

Question: Gazania is sold openly in Canberra’s nurseries, so surely there’s nothing wrong with it?

Answer: Friends of Grasslands have stated, at their Facebook page, that ‘Gazania ... an emerging environmental weed in
Canberra and elsewhere in SE Australia. But they are still being sold at the big hardware warehouses!” And the Invasive Species
Council reminds us that ““We’ve spent decades relying mainly on self-regulation, which just doesn’t work. You can still legally
buy plants that are banned in neighbouring states or overseas. Unless governments act, we’ll keep selling the next lantana, the next
gazania, straight into our backyards and bushland.’

Gazania meet the definition of a weed under the Biosecurity Act 2015 (NSW). The NSW government, and NSW local
government councils, are failing to implement their legal responsibilities under the Act regarding Gazania and other weeds. South
East Local Lands Services advise, in their South East Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan 2023-2027, that ‘In keeping
with its premise that biosecurity is a shared community, industry and government responsibility, the Act introduces the legally
enforceable concept of a general biosecurity duty. Under the Act, all people who deal with plants through their commercial,
professional, volunteer, recreational or lifestyle activities have a duty to be aware of the impacts the plants they deal with might
cause, and must take action to remove or reduce the likelihood of those impacts occurring.’

Question: 1 don’t see any Gazania this spring along our local roads, so why bother?

Answer: Prevention is better than cure. Landcare suggests that we all become vigilant and take action to prevent Gazania
from escaping from gardens and becoming established here.

Biosecurity experts from South Australia’s Eyre Peninsular characterise it as a garden escapee: ‘It has become an
environmental weed after being widely planted for ornamental purposes. It easily colonises disturbed ground such as roadsides but
invades bushland, crops and vineyards. Once established gazania can form dense stands that exclude all other plants. It impacts on
native vegetation by competing for moisture and nutrients. It spreads along road reserves, degrading remnant native vegetation.’
Spread is mostly by its tiny windborne seeds, or on vehicles, and by people planting it, unaware of its invasive potential.

Question: What should I do about it?

Answer: Do not plant Gazania in your garden. If it appears there, or along roads near your property, on our Greenways
and other public areas, do what you can to eradicate it.

Question: How can I control Gazania? Answer: It can be controlled both physically and chemically:

Physical control: This refers to the manual removal of unwanted plants. In the context of Gazania management, it means
pulling out seedlings, small plants, and minor infestations by hand or with tools (grubbing), ensuring that all underground stems
(rhizomes) are completely removed so the plant does not regrow. This method is most effective for early or smaller outbreaks
before the plant spreads widely.

Proper disposal of removed Gazania plants is crucial to stopping the spread of this invasive weed. Begin by carefully
removing and bagging all flower heads to prevent seeds from dispersing, then place them in your household garbage—never
compost them. After extracting the entire plant, firmly compact the soil to minimise the risk of new weeds taking hold. Consider
planting vigorous, competitive species in the cleared area to further suppress any potential regrowth from Gazania. Additionally, it
is important to regularly monitor known locations for signs of resurgence and promptly address any new growth.

Chemical control: Large infestations of gazania are best controlled with herbicide. Foliage should be thoroughly sprayed
to runoff, and care taken not to miss any part of the plant. Here are two of the chemical formulation options:

Spray plants until just wet with a mix of 50ml glyphosate (450g/L) in 10L water.

In bushland areas use 4g of Lontrel®750 plus 25ml Pulse® in 10L water to reduce damage to companion plants.

The best time to apply herbicides is in autumn or spring, but good results can usually be achieved any time the plants are
actively growing. (Adapted from Landscape South Australia Eyre Peninsula 2022. That source provides information on additional
chemical controls.)

Further reading

Invasive Species Council 2025, ‘New research reveals popular garden flower is more destructive than previously
thought’, https://invasives.org.au/media-releases/new-research-reveals-popular-garden-flower-is-more-destructive-than-
previously-thought/.
Landscape South Australia Eyre Peninsula 2022, ‘Gazania (Gazania spp.) fact sheet’,
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ep/plants-and-animals/pest-plants-and-animals/pest-plants
Schremmer, Jessica 2025, ‘Farmers and environmentalists call for national ban on selling invasive weed gazania’, ABC
Rural, https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2025-11-05/calls-to-ban-invasive-weed-sales-at-nurseries-in-australia/105956004.
-Tim the Yowie Man 2025, ‘This colourful cancer is taking over’, Canberra Times, Panorama, 15 Nov. 2025, pp. 6-7.

- David McDonald for Gearys Gap/Wamboin Landcare Group Inc.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2025-11-05/calls-to-ban-invasive-weed-sales-at-nurseries-in-australia/105956004
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Bird Of The Month — January 2026

By Luke Downey
For January I chose the Stubble Quail, a cryptic bird of grass and farmland that can often be heard over summer, but is seldom
seen.
Stubble Quail (Coturnix pectoralis)
Size:16-20cm Status: Fairly common resident-summer migrant

The Stubble Quail is a medium-sized quail, mostly buffy-brown, with heavy creamy-white and some black streaking overall. They
are paler below and have a bold pale eyebrow over a red eye. The male has an orange-buff throat, with a bold streaky black border
extending onto the breast. The female has a creamy throat, lacking the orange and black of the male. Immature birds are like the
female, but duller. They feed on seeds and insects. Stubble Quail usually occur in pairs or small coveys, but are seldom seen
except if flushed, when they explode with a whirr from the grass, flying and then stalling and dropping back into cover tail first.
Occasionally if lucky they can be seen on the edges of grass, crops or roadsides, especially around dawn and dusk. They are very
vocal over spring and summer however, when they are breeding, and have a loud and distinctive, brisk “pippy-wheat” call. If you
travel into farmland, cropland or grassland especially heading just inland of Canberra where there is lots of canola and wheat, you
can routinely hear choruses of numerous birds calling throughout the crops. Their preference for grassland and adaptability to use
cropland means they are one of the few birds benefitting from large scale clearing and farming in south-eastern Australia. Due to
their increased detectability when calling they tend to be more recorded over summer than winter, and whilst some birds do
migrate away for the winter, they are also quite nomadic especially in response to conditions.
The similar Brown Quail is a darker brown with black V-
barring underneath and is quite plain, with no pale
streaking or marking on the throat or eyebrow. Painted
Buttonquail occurs in woodland, and the locally very rare
Little and Red-chested Buttonquail are plainer especially
below, and have strong contrast in the wing in flight. Make
sure to keep an eye and ear out for Stubble Quail if you are
around any grass or farmlands.

Male (photos from Google images)  Female

charters

WNe/ve # for Your #2<

Servicing of AWTS Septics by our
qualified service technicians

+ Septic tanks pumped + Portable foilets For Hire

« Grease traps empfied « AWTS Systems pumped

* Family ownerd and operated « Caring for our environment
gt = -

Office Number: 0427 500 113 * Rodger: 07 003 594 « Trudie: 0416 124 196
Email: poocarters@gmail.com « Web: poocarters.com.au AeTae
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by Krystal Hemsworth
Communications
Coordinator

Wildcare Queanbeyan
Inc.

communications@wildcare.com.au
www.wildcare.com.au

Spotting a snake in your yard, near a shed or out
in the paddock can be startling but it’s actually
something to celebrate. What you’re witnessing
is a timid and often misunderstood native animal
going about their normal routine. Snakes are so shy and nervous, with no interest in humans they simply see us as a threat.
Instead, it’s an opportunity to consider why it might be there. Snakes spend time in areas that provide food, shelter and water, and
if your property offers these resources, it’s an inviting place for them to pass through.

Removing a single snake will not solve the issue if the underlying attractants remain. Another snake will simply move in -
and you may never see that one. The most effective way to reduce the risk of unwanted encounters is to make your property less
welcoming to prey animals such as rats and mice, and less accessible to snakes seeking shelter.

e Reduce things that attract vermin: accessible grain, chook food, rubbish, and open compost.
e Remove hiding spots: loose sheets of tin, holes in shed walls, piles of bricks or timber.

[ ——— f : . Im};lrove visibility: trim bushes about 30 cm above the ground to help you

; \’ { see where you are stepping.

Be sure to dress appropriately when working outside - loose leg jeans and
solid boots are a good start, and don’t put your hand anywhere you cannot see
into. If you do encounter a snake, what you should do depends on where it is.
o Outside in the open: from a safe distance, you can gently encourage it to
move on with a gentle spray from the hose.
o Inside a shed: especially those with dirt floors or gaps, the snake often
knows exactly how to slip away and is likely already gone.
¢ Inside your house: close the door, place a towel under it, remove pets and
children, and call for help.
Keeping the

snake in sight »
is crucial. If

you can keep BUNDARA PARK

eyes on the
snake until a STOCKFEEDS

rescuer arrives,
they will have a
better chance of

removing it. :
Snakes are an important part of our ecosystems, and Wildcare is FR_ELE DE I-IVERY'"

able to rescue, rehabilitate and release native snakes. If you need 'ORDER ONLINE L ,‘L Il
help with a snake, call out 24/7 Wildcare Helpline on 6299 1966 ; -
and one of our trained and licensed snake rescuers can help.

To provide critical care to sick, injured and orphaned
native animals across our 22,000km? service area, Wildcare relies
on the generous donations from the community. These donations
are crucial to continue this service. If you are able to support our
mission, please consider donating to our public trust. Go to
wildcare.com.au for full details.

Top Right: Snakes are just passing through, much like this Eastern Bu nda ra
Brown snake. (Online Whisper for colour version of photos.)

Bottom Left: Rocky the Tiger Snake was rescued from a drain F rk Water
earlier this year and recently released back into his local habitat.

Local Delivery Service
Canberra Icon Water

Seaatnd A kfoad.

com.au | admin@bundaraparkstockfeeds.com.au
56 Widgiewa Road, Carwoola, NSW 2620
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WAMBOIN WEATHER - rainfall and temperature records
(50 years from Cooper Road) by Christine Rieber
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Wamboin Entrance

November Rainfall Stats Average November rainfall........ 79.8mm Thanks to Darren Hurley of Hurley Bird Tree
November rainfall to the 30t 34.25mm 2024 November rainfall............. 83.0mm . P
2025 total rainfall to 30/11....... 534.0mm | | 2024 total rainfall to 30/11....... 633.5mm Services for providing mulch to re-mulch the garden around

December Rainfall Stats

49yr Av. to end of November..... 639.7mm

the entrance wall on Norton Road. Darren provides
professional tree services including removal and pruning,

2024 December rainfall............... 57.25mm Average December rainfall........ 64.9mm o
Wettest December....... 177.75mm in 2010 .| Average no. rain days in December.. 8.2 | stump grinding and mulch to our local area and beyond -
Wettestday ... 68mm on 2/12/10 Highest no. rain days.............17in 2010 check out his website to see what else his business can
Driest December................ Omm in 1979 Lowestno. raindays............... 0in 1979 . .

v provide. Thanks also to Gearys Gap/Wamboin Landcare and
December Temperature Stats 2024 December minimum............. . 4.2°C the Wamboin RFS for weeding, watering and spreading the

2024 December maximum........... 35.1°C
Dec. 2024. Av. max 29.2°C & min 12.4°C

Hottest Dec. day........ 41.5°C on 21/12/19

Coldest December day_. 12°C on 16/12/16

Average day (max.) temperature.... 25.6°C
Warmest December ................... 2019
(Av. day temp. 32.0°C & night 12.3°C)
(warmest night 14.9°C in 1994)

January Rainfall Stats

Av. Dec. temp.. 18.9°C (day+night comb.)
Hottest December night. ... 23°C (2 times)
on 20/12/94 & 24/12/05
Coldest December night_._. 2°C (2 times)
on 5M12/11 & 9/12/22
Average night (min.) temperature.. 12.2°C
Coldest December ..................... 2011
(Av. day temp. 19.5°C & night 8.7°C)
(coldest night 8.5°C in 2022)

mulch.

— Vicki Still

Wamboin Studio

picture framing

2025 January rainfall.................... 72.5mm Average January rainfall....._.... 62.1mm

Wettest January . 197 Smm in 1995 Average no_rain days in January 79 ( "7 ga[k’y

Wettest day....... ... 74mmon 21/1/95 Highest no. rain days...... 16in 1976 & 78

Driest January .. 55mm in 2010 Lowest no_rain days...._._. 2in 2003 & 14 thomﬁMify Ofyour artwar{
January Temperature Stats ) Pﬁoto(qrapﬁ‘g anar neear@w()r&
2025 January maximum... ... 36.1°C 2025 January minimum............_ 7.3°C

Jan. 2025, Av. max 28.6°C & min 12.8°C
Hottest January day... ... 43.6°C on 4/1/20

Av. Jan. temp.. 20.9°C (day+night comb.)
Hottest January night. ... 26°C on 25/1/82

& 43 5°C an 31/1/20 Coldest Jan night . 5°C (4 imes) qua[lty wor,{- reasonable rates
Coldest Jan. day..... 12°C on 29 & 30/1/78 on 24/1/00, 12-13/1/12 & 1/1/113 3 s
Average day temperature ... 27.7°C Average night temperature ... 14.1°C OE[Iantwnﬁ‘ee quotes
Warmest January .................... 2019 Coldest January ..................... 2012

(Av. day temp. 34.1°C & night 16.8°C)

(Av. day temp. 23.2°C & night 11.1°C)

(highest night 17.1°C in 91)

also a selection of prints, cards,
paintings and gifts for sale

November had the equal coldest night on record of -1°C on the 12,
The total rainfall over the past 2 months has been 65.0mm, which is 46% of the 49-
year average of 140.9mm

by appointment
phone Lyn on 0494 071 140

MR SWEEP CHIMNEY AND FLUE CLEANING

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES: .
Chartered Accountants

Chimney Cleaning and Inspection and Safety Checks
Business and Tax Advice, Tax Returns,

Business Activity Statements, Financials,

T

Repairs and Maintenance

f Firebox repairs| Accounting

& Fire door reseals .

& Pyro Glass replacements Specialising in Primary Production
& Wood heater fan servicing and/or replacement and Small Business

& Chimney top caps

& Chimney dampers

& Flue extensions

& Chimney Flashing

- Shop 2, 28 Malbon Street

& Possum and bird proofing Bungendore

Ph: 6164 2008 or 0408 643 115

il tozer @palacc.comau

CONTACT Us:
Mob: 0411 111 707
Email: sweep@iinet.net.au

For more information about our services and prices |
please go to our website:

" https://www.mrsweep.com.au /
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Double Wombat Trouble!

Welcome to the newest orphaned wombats at Possumwood; Penny (L) and Frankie. Frankie came from the Southern
Highlands a few weeks ago while Penny was rescued from her dead mother’s pouch by a local Wamboin resident a couple of
months ago. She was just 600 grams and had no fur. It was an excellent outcome. Her rescuer has visited Possumwood several
times to follow Penny’s progress. Both wombats are now around 900grams and doing well.

This year we have released six wombats back into the wild, with another eight still in care.

Anyone can rescue a native animal in distress. Around 50 percent of all injured wildlife coming to Possumwood come

directly from local members of the public. They can be held by the public for up to 72 hours before they must be handed over to a

y B

’ o
o

/,.-' A

" SPECCIVILPTYLTD /

Was your last job upto Spec? .

-

Specialised Pipelaying, Excavations, Concreting & Rural Earthworks
30 Years Experience Wamboin Based
For Hire: Excavators 5 Ton - 30 Ton, Bobcat, Front End Loader.
Machines with full range of attachments Inc. Heavy Duty Slasher
Driveways. House and shed cuts. Dams. Horse Arena'’s.
Slashing. Selective Land Clearance. Pipework. Concreting.
Call today for a free quote.
Dan Ruszczynski Mob: 0402 252 633
Or Rustin Emery Mob: 0424 070 580

Email: Spec-civil@bigpond.com

veterinary hospital like Possumwood or a
licenced authorised wildlife rehabilitator. In
many cases, time is crucial. The shorter the time
to come into care, the better the outcome for the
animal. The more people we have checking
pouches for wombats, macropods, possums and
other mammals, and picking up injured birds,
turtles, and other reptiles, the better the outcome.

A simple rescue kit, keeping safe, and a big
dose of compassion is all that is required to be an
effective rescuer. A rescue kit for the car might
include a box with a lid, a towel, pillowcase,
blanket, and pair of scissors. - Professor Steve
Garlick, Possumwood

SOIL"'"WATER 5/

www.soilandwater.net.au

Helping you meet council requirements with
expert, professional environmental solutions

tailored to your property.
. On-site sewage management reports
. Erosion and sediment control plans

* Land capability assessments for sub-division
We can also link you to our network of specialist

surveyors, engineers, installers/suppliers and
earthworks operators.

JOHN FRANKLIN 0490 393 234
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Kowen Kapers - Kowen Weather Station

The first Bureau of Meteorology weather station in Kowen was established in 1927 at the Kowen Forestry Settlement.
The station (Station 70056), which operated from September 1927 to 31 December 1993, provided rain gauge readings taken
manually by a forestry worker at 9 am each day. After its decommissioning, Kowen remained without a weather station for 23
years.

In 2016 a Portable Automatic Weather Station (Station 250071) was established in Kowen at Glenburn. Portable
Automatic Weather Stations are operated by organisations external to the Bureau, in this case Parks ACT, with data provided to
the Bureau by agreement. As the name suggests, the current automatic weather station collects weather data automatically and
without the need for manual input. Moreover, data is collected on a wider range of factors and at more frequent intervals than the
old manual system. However, as these data can be non-standard, data from third party stations is not archived in the Bureau’s
climate database.

Data collected and reported by the Kowen Automatic Weather Station includes: temperature, ultraviolet radiation,
apparent temperature, dew point, relative humidity, delta T temperature, wind direction, wind speed and wind gusts, air pressure

and rainfall. Information from the weather station is updated every ten minutes.
Some of the more complicated data now collected includes:

* Apparent temperature which is derived from a combination of temperature,
'T relative humidity and wind speed to indicate what it actually feels like outside.

* Dew point, the combination of temperature and air pressure at which
moisture in the air will become saturated and condense as dew.

¢ Relative humidity, a measure of the interaction of humidity and air
temperature. This is important because the warmer the air gets the more water
vapour it can absorb and so humidity drops. Thus a sliding scale is needed to
determine when humidity reaches 100% and precipitation occurs.

¢ Delta T temperature measures the difference in temperature between two
layers of air. It is used in forecasting thunderstorms, snow and in agriculture to
determine the best time to spray weeds (the lower the value, the more effective
the spraying).

Data from the weather station is used in the Bureau of Meteorology’s
weather app for various locations adjacent to Kowen. For instance, when you
check Wamboin's weather some (but not all) of the data provided originated
from this station. The station is at a lower altitude (720 m) and five km away
with a mountain range between it and Wamboin. This explains the occasional
discrepancies in temperature and dew point. Having said that, the rainfall data
provided by the Bureau for Wamboin is based on rainfall at Canberra airport. If
you live in Wamboin, an alternative option is to set your ‘Bureau of
Meteorology app’ to ‘Kowen’ rather than “Wamboin’ where you’ll at least
obtain rainfall data from closer to home.

Directions: Directions to the Glenburn Woolshed were provided in last
month’s Whisper. From the Woolshed follow the path south to Charcoal Kiln
Rd and turn right (west) and walk for 75 metres. The weather station is behind
a fence on your left, approximately 75 metres from the road. - Peter
Komidar - Wamboin

(‘I’O VYSé RLO‘LV\,@ (V\/StY(/(CtONY CRAIG TIERNEY SERVICES

AR\ R Local instructor available for:

) g . . .
% Qualified /I * beginnersand * more experienced riders.

) s
) Levell < I can come to your property or
4 AY . .
/' General 5
Wesunas ,----:‘. have a sand arena available. O ;:;‘\
\\\ l" @o.
i Improve your * dressage ¢ jumpingor

* just increase your confidence. Water ~ Water Tank Domestic/  Slashing/

: Delivery  Cleaning Commercial Rotary hoe
Available on weekdays or weekends Cleaning

\ Leanne on 6238 3435 or 0419-631 —65j

wvnw.Ctservices.com.au

info@ctservices.com.au
6236 3606 | 0409 141 960




Wamboin Whisper December 2025 Page 24 of 24

November Golf

Sunday 2 November was the date for the m
uch-anticipated Wamboin Open Golf Championships. Nineteen players braved the course and conditions. We welcomed Ian and
Jenny from the Gold Coast who were visiting. Maybe on the next visit they could be talked into playing a round of golf for the
entertainment value. The day was warm and the course was in good condition. The Open is played as both a stroke and handicap
competition. The winners of the 9-hole and 18-hole championship competition are those with the lowest score ‘off the stick’. The
remaining competitors battle it out for the monthly handicap competition.

The sponsor this month was Wamboin Golf Club and we thank Joan, Rob, Marylou, Sam for the refreshments and Deb
Gordon for the wonderful array of prizes.

Ted’s joke involved the inconvenience of medical mishaps on the golf course.

The nine-hole competition was played using the Eastern course this year. The Junior
champion was Emma Hansen, the Men’s 9-hole competition
was taken out by Gerard Ryan (33) and Kath Hansen was the
Women’s 9-hole winner (48) and the new caretaker of the Ned
Kelly trophy. The place getters in the 9-hole handicap event
were Steve Lambert (1% - 40/29), Lisa Whitney (2™ - 55/29)
and Ken Gordon (3"- 35/31). Deb Gordon, Rob Gorham, Chris
Hansen, Tony Bond, Pete Harrison, Steven Harrison, Col
Urquhart, Sam Urquhart and John Whitney were the encouragement award recipients.

The eighteen-hole competition was very tightly contested with Tim Barter (76) taking
out the Men’s Open Championship. The place getters in the 18-hole handicap event were: Paul
Griffin (1% - 87/70), David Bailey (2" - 93/73) and Nev Schroder (3™ - 84/75).

The other awards bestowed at the Open are the eclectic winners. These are the players
with the lowest scores across the year based on their best results on each individual hole after
handicap. The winner of the 9-hole eclectic was Pete Harrison, with Tim Barter taking out the
18-hole eclectic.

Winners nearest the pins went to: Ken, Gerard, Rob, Chris, Nev, Col (2) and Tony.

The club also presented gifts to our ‘groundkeepers’ — The Mason’s, Steve Lambert, /
Keith France and Pam Muston. Without their generosity of allowing us to play golf on their properties and the Work they put in to
manicuring the golf holes we would not be able to conduct this great community event.

The googly ball was awarded to Stephen H who managed to hit the same rock twice in a row.

The dummy spit was awarded to John W for two indiscretions. The first for

TR N —— = not taking his wife’s advice and crossing the wrong bridge and then with the audacity
to say that it was the first time Lisa had been right!!

The Annual Dummy Spit Trophy, awarded to the golfer who had allegedly
been nominated the most times across the year was bestowed upon Larry King, much
to Vicki’s relief.

We also awarded a lucky door prize to the 19" hole attendees and Trent was
the lucky recipient of the meat tray.

Next month, the December event will be the Christmas Cup, sponsored by
Matt Hawke and helpers. Don’t forget to dress up in a Christmas theme. We hope
you can join us at the community hall at 12.15pm on Sunday, 7 December for the
usual 12.30pm start. — Ken Gordon

Wamboin Air Conditioned Shed
- For private casual, short, long term or part space thereof
- Negotiable subject to amount of space taken/ short/ long term
- Suitable primarily as lockable storage (wine/ other retail goods/ caravan / cars/ furniture)
- 110sgm internal, 60 sq m under cover
- Outside parking 3 cars
- Clear span high clearance
- 4 triple pallet storage bays 10000kgs each
- Roller door clearance 4.3m
- Internal height clearance max 6m to Sm
- Located 20 mins from Canberra Airport, 15 mins to Queanbeyan & Bungendore

- Contact Tony on 0418 370 821




